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vowed to bequeath it to him as even he himself had
received it, in all the absolutism of autocracy. Immedi-
ately after came disastrous news from the seat of war in
the East. On August 10 the Japanese under Admiral
Togo inflicted a crushing defeat on the Russian navy off
Port Arthur. One battleship and a cruiser alone escaped
to Tsin-Tao, where they were interned, and the ships
that were not sunk put back, badly damaged, into Port
Arthur again. Four days later the Russian squadron at
Vladivostok was defeated, and the Japanese were in
possession of the Pacific.

The Emperor, who with King Edward was godfather
to Alexis, wrote to the Tsar in excellent spirits when he
heard of these disasters, signing himself Admiral of the
Atlantic, though the Admiral of the Pacific just now was
Admiral Togo. He sent his godchild a goblet for his
use when he came to crave for something other than
milk, and quoted pretty maxims in accordance with which
he would like to see his godchild educated. There was:

* Ein gut Glas Branntewein
Soil Mitternachte nicht schadlich sein ' ;l

and * the classical word of our great Reformer, Dr. Martin
Luther ':

c Wer nicht lieb Wein, Weib und Gesang,
Der bleibt ein Narr sein Leben lang.5 2

Then followed elaborate notes about the conduct of the
Japanese war, and sympathy for these grave reverses.
Strong reinforcements, he told the Tsar, were needed
on land, for General Kuropatkin seemed to have only

1  ' A good glass of brandy at midnight does not hurt anybody.'

2  ' Who loves not wine, woman and song, remains a fool for all his life.1